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Review article writing tips, for journal purpose as mini-review of 3000.
These tips also apply for literature review in your MS dissertation which maybe much longer.


Why write a review article? To inform readers of the current status of a area of interest. Because it is compilation of several experimental (original) papers, you are doing a good service to readers. But it can not be a regurgitation of every paper; it needs some mini themes and sections in it.
To summarize the basic research that is currently going on, try to  find at least 25 relevant primary research papers published within the past 2–3 year. Means the topic is of interest. 
Introduction to your Review should set the stage by providing an overview of what you will cover.
 During your process of reviewing papers, keep in mind to not  just reproduce what was done, but to  look for a gap or something new as a concept to discuss. Hold on to that thought of gap or new concept, and bring it up towards the end of article as ‘opportunities’.
Write the common themes as 4-8 sections. Review the papers here. Make SECTIONs, which compiles similar observations from several papers. Compare and contrast the most representative research findings, exploring what has succeeded, failed, and what can be learned from any failures.
Make a comment or summary conclusive statement that is your original thought after each section. 
Table is very important. 1-2 tables - good. DO not make a huge table with many many columns and all data in it and all info in it. ***
Original illustrations DIAGRAMS -that summarize the core concepts, compare different approaches. Showcase key examples. Visual elements are powerful tools. MUST HAVE 1-3 diagrams (Models, flow diagram). Create it with a theme.
ANY UNMET CONCEPT/ ANY DISCREPANCY NOT EXPLAINED – put a box with question mark in it. THIS IS YOUR CONCEPT MODEL and your question.
State  challenges and future scope or opportunities(along with diagram), and the steps. GAP that you found in the literature: Need to make the compelling angle for your discussion later on. Remember some aspect not understood or  missing or not addressed completely  means it is a GAP and it is an “opportunity”. Essentially you are doing a ‘Gap Analysis’ which is good!

LAST PHASE OF THE REVIEW-- YOUR OPINION or a new theory. What is needed? What is the gap and what can be done , or what model concept needs to constructed / made to overcome this. Gives  ideas for new experiments. Also, try to coin a new phrase, a new “word”. Should be an exciting end. Shows your passion. This paves the way for new and emerging directions.
Title should be able to highlight the  topic well. Do not make a very short title. Since you will be describing the results and scientific contribution  of many papers, keep a neutral title but one that conveys what it is about regarding the subtopic you have focused on. 
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